LETTERS  OF  GERTRUDE   BELL

tive,fellow; I truSt fortune has since smiled on him.

But the most thorny problem on the Euphrates at that time
was not so much the tribes as the Holy Cities of Islam,
Karbala and Najaf. As in other cases on the lower Euphrates
the Sheikhs of these towns, after their visit to me at Bagdad,
had been sent back to their homes with pious infractions
from me to maintain law and order themselves ; and in order
to Strengthen their hands and give them some official recog-
nition, small monthly allowances were provided for them;
but before many weeks had passed it became evident that the
arrangement was working unsatisfa&orily both for the towns
and for us. On the one hand the Sheikhs were found to be
abusing their positions and making hay while the sun shone;
while, worse Still, the existence of a brisk trade in supplies to
the enemy, both on the Iraq front and in Syria, was brought to
light. If further trouble was to be avoided closer control had
dearly become essential, and British Political Officers were
accordingly posted at Karbala, and at Kufa in the Shamiyeh
diSttift on the border of which lies Najaf. These officers for
the time being had to rely entirely on their own judgment and
force of character and were often placed in positions of great
difficulty and no little personal risk. Karbala it is true gave no
serious trouble, but Najaf, where the town was in the hands
of a lawless crew of local Sheikhs, remained a thorn in our
side for some time to come. Fortunately, while the urgent
need of food supplies for the population no less than for the
army endowed the Euphrates basin with an ever increasing
importance, military Stringency had been somewhat eased as
the danger of any serious attempt on the part of the enemy to
move against Bagdad was diminishing, and so it was con-
sidered that troops could now be spared to complete the
effective occupation of the area behind our fighting line, I
accordingly made a tour of the diStrift in December 1917 in
order to be in a position to advise the G.O.C-in-Chief as to
the various points where, from the administrative point of
view, detachments could advisably be placed. It was of course
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